
UNITED ^-"MES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTI^AGENCY 

CurAHo^A o^S" 
DATE M a y 1 6 , 1980 

< . -* 

SUBJECT Foundry Core Sand Dump Sites at Abrams Creek, Ohio 

FROM 3ohn Wilson S)</^ yi/iij 
THRU: A. R. Winklhofer, Director, EDO fV*^ 

TO Dale Bryson, 5E 

The writer, accompanied by 3oel Balmat from the Enforcement Division, 
inspected five dump sites along Abrams Creek on May 1, 1980 which were filled 
primarily with Ford foundry core sand. The purpose of the inspections was to 
evaluate the present status of these sites. 

The two sites off Grayton Road along Abrams Creek, southwest of the Cleveland 
Hopkins Airport, still appeared the same as when they were inspected by the 
writer on October 25, 1978. The airport has not done anything to alleviate 
problems caused by the foundry sand. A letter dated January 2k, 1979, was sent 
by Ronald L. Mustard, Director of the Office of Federal Activities, to 
Mr. William Bogas, Commissioner of the Cleveland Hopkins Airport, which listed 
suggestions to alleviate the problems on Abrams Creek caused by the foundry 
sand. Refer to Mustard's letter of January 2't, which is attached. 

The next landfill which was inspected is situated south of the former Cleveland 
Tank. Plant which is now managed by the Park Corporation. The landfill is owned 
by the City of Brook Park. Erosion of the foundry sand into Abrams Creek is 
much more severe at this site. Oil soaked wood blocks from the tank plant have 
been dumped into a low area alongside the landfill which drains into Abrams 
Creek during rainfall. This dumping has occurred since the writers last visit to 
the site on October 25, 1978. Several areas of the landfill along the creek were 
leaching out oil into the creek causing an oil sheen in the creek. At the western 
end of the landfill more oil soaked blocks were 'tifl6d'"Winth"'̂ 3EwW be another 
source of oil leaching into the creek. Several empty drums- were scattered about 
at the base of the west end of the landfill. In this area several pools of reddish 
looking liquid were observed. 

The last two sites owned by the Naiman Company and Caravan Packaging Inc., on 
Eastland Road, Brook Park, Ohio which were inspected are no longer a problem 
because they have been covered over with clean fill. Buildings have been erected 
on these two sites. No evidence of erosion was seen at these sites. 

Pictures were taken by 3oel Balmat and can be obtained from him when 
available. 

Attachments 
, / 

cc: 3oel Balmat, 5EWPE 
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UNITED STATES 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION V 

230 SOUTH DEARBORN ST 

CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 50604 

i\x. WillisD Hofas, Corsniasioner 
Cleveland liopkins In te rna t iona l Airport 
Clevelar.d, Chio 4A135 

JAN 1 -1 1979 

A 

Lear Co'^eissiorer tojcs: 

Thi& letter is in resjvcase to a telephone conversation you had on 
Auf.ust 30, 1*578, vith Rob&rt Kay, of cy Ptaff, concernicg the place-
y>ent of fcucdrv 33n;i in Abraas Creek, southvest of the Cleveland 
Kopkitjs Airport, You indicated that the airport uculd rfo vhatever 
it could to correct the situation, end asked V.T. Kay for recoKĵ fend̂ -
tions. 

Hy stc£C iia? revieved the laboratory data coj-.cernint* ti>e toxic nature 
of the foucdrv ssnd, ana ve hsve analyzed the potential ir.pflct on 
voter quality and environmental resources, if the foundry sond is 
allowed to rfcrsiis iu place ir. its present condition. Based on this 
analysis, ve hsTe concluded that the eand is causinj; a degradation of 
water quslity in Abraaa CreeV,, due to leaching of toxic substances; 
and increased sediment icsd, due to slougbinj: and erosion. It is 

also suspectt contributing to flooding proble-Tis ic Abrerae Creek, 
upstrcani cf rne disposal sitf. To alleviate theec situations, v;e offer 
the foilowinf iucaestions: 

texove fill rn^cerisl to a sufficient distance fron the cdg-e of the ?trca!T 
as necessary to alieviste flooding; conditione upstrcs'ri. The U.S. Ar-:;-/ 
Corps of Engineers, Lufffilo District, can provide aEsifitance in determi­
ning the sroount of naterial to be rea-.oved. In anv ccse, no tnaterip.l 
should be allowed to rerwin closer than 20 feet frora the edf.e of the 
fitresn. This vill reduce the possibility of stream pollution through 
leaching of toxic substances frow the sand. 

Dispose of the removed aaterial in a suitable upland location in such s 
wanner so as to prevent its return to axiy vatervay or wet lend through 
runoff or leaching. 

Grade the retrtsining aaterial to a slope that vill prevent sloup,hin2, 
sluapiag, or shifting; of the material. 

Construct a bera at the toe of the slope that ia of proper etrecgth and 
co:'sposition to prevent lateral displacement or ojaterial fioy. 

Cover the sand with topsoil of sufficient depth to insure adequate rootinp 
of Boil-holdinF vegetation, and seed vith appropriate vegetation. 
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Inspect and r^sintain the bera and vegetative cover and r<^pair, as 
necessary, to prevent erosion and leaching of pollutants. 

Cooperate vith the Etvironsjental Protection Agency and other afer-
cies ia exsjiining the feasibility of estsblisbing a water quality 
aonitorinf. progrsc-. for Abrarss Creek. 

If the above su^estions are acceptable to you, I believe the jscst 
feosible course of action vould be for your office to subisit to KTA 
£ restoratioa ploa, includini? details of quantity of sand to be 
rcKowed, bera design, iaaterials, final elope of the reraainipp; sand, 
and oth^r inforr^stior. relating to our euR.r.estioos. We will review 
the plar. and offer adcitionel co'c'sents, if necessary, before its 
inpleroeotstion. 

I j;ireacly appreciate your desire to cooperate in thia lusttcr concern­
ing our environ-iantal resources. If you have cv.y questions or co-^>rents, 
pleaae contact Hr. Thomas Clateel, of cy staff, at 312/353-23G7. 

Sincerely jotirs. 

'ii 

n 
r-

Konald L.. hustari i> D i r e c t o r 
Off ice of r^jii-ral A c t i v i t i e s 

^ ^ i n^xy ^:^i,^UuL, iiiigi«ajil C«wa;a«>l 

Buffadd COS 

ClatzeX:l j : i -12-79 
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